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New Homework Policy and Procedures

In November 2008, the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board adopted a new board-wide homework policy and procedures for 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 to be implemented in September 2009.  The policy and procedures approach homework from a Catholic 
perspective that recognizes the importance of family time and honours the bonds between school, family and parish.  As a communi-
ty, we recognize that the stronger these bonds,  the more effectively our students are able to learn and to develop the unique talents 
and gifts with which they are blessed.

Definition of Homework

The policy and procedures define homework as a learning experience assigned by a teacher, for completion outside of class-time, that 
supports and enriches the learning and development of each student.

Characteristics of Effective Homework

The policy and procedures do not require that homework be assigned daily.  When homework is assigned, however, it must be 
directly related to what the student is learning in class and has the following characteristics:

•	 it is meaningful and relevant;
•	 it is purposefully planned to avoid student overload;
•	 it is clearly articulated by the teacher and understood by students;

Extension/Projects/ 
Major Assignments

“Teach the righteous and they will gain in learning” - Proverbs 9:9

DEFINITION

Any work assigned following instruction that is 
begun in class and completed at home

Any work that reviews and reinforces skills and 
concepts learned in class

Any work that prepares students for new learning or 
for upcoming summative assessments/evaluations

Any work that explores learning in new contexts or 
integrates/expands on classroom learning

INTENDED OUTCOME

Helps students to keep up to date with the 
instructional program

Helps students to develop newly acquired skills 
and consolidate new concepts

Requires students to gather information or 
artifacts in preparation for learning or requires 



Specific Procedures


