


What is “school climate”? 
School climate may be defined as: 

the sum total of all of the personal relationships within a school. When these relationships 
are founded in mutual acceptance and inclusion, and modelled by all, a culture of respect
becomes the norm.

Safe Schools Action Team, Safe Schools Policy and Practice: An Agenda for Action, 2006, p. 6

To help achieve a positive school climate, boards and schools should actively promote and support 
positive behaviours, in keeping with their character development initiatives. They should also involve 
parents and members of the broader, diverse community in the school.

What are the characteristics of a positive school climate? 
When a positive school climate exists,

€ students, parents, and staff members feel safe, comfortable, and accepted;

€ healthy and respectful relationships are promoted among all members of the school community;

€ students are encouraged to be leaders and positive role models – for example, by speaking up 
about issues such as bullying; 

€ parents and community members are actively engaged;

€ positive behaviour is reinforced and students are given opportunities to develop relationships 
that are free of racism, discrimination, and harassing behaviour;

€ there is a culture of high expectations in which the improvement of learning outcomes for all 
students is emphasized; 

€ all cultures are respected and valued.   

How can schools and safe schools teams use this resource?
Schools are required to conduct anonymous school climate surveys of their students every two 






